
 

 

Selection Criteria for Multi-Value Strategic 
Transmission (MVST) Projects 

The MVST Selection Criteria will be applied to MVST Needs to identify which projects will advance 
to Solution Development. The Planning Working Group (PWG) will propose MVST Selection Criteria 
to the Oversight Committee (OSC) based on the principles of identifying projects that demonstrate 
a high likelihood of being necessary regardless of modeling assumptions (i.e., scenarios, resource-
siting) and that require near-term action. The MVST Selection Criteria will be reviewed and 
discussed with the Technical Advisory Group (TAG). 

Proposed Criteria: 

1. MWs of Resource Dependent on Need: This criterion evaluates the megawatts (MWs) of 
resources that are dependent on the identified Need. Address Needs that will support a 
significant amount of resource capacity, benefit multiple modeled projects, and enable 
potential generation additions across a larger footprint. 

2. Load Sensitivity: This criterion identifies which overloads are impacted by the load 
sensitivity cases and more likely to occur as Load Serving Entity (LSE) loads increase. 

3. Appears in Previous Studies: Needs that have been identified as necessary in previous 
studies will have a higher likelihood of continuing to appear in future plans. 

4. Not in Base Reliability Plan: Projects that are not already addressed in the base reliability 
plan will be prioritized (excludes Monitored or Conceptual). This criterion does not prevent 
right-sizing of existing projects to address MVST Needs. 

5. Appears Across Multiple MVST Scenarios and Base Cases: All scenarios and sensitivities 
help to determine the likelihood of a Need occurring in the future and the robustness of 
solutions to address Needs. However, this criterion emphasizes the importance of Needs 
that appear consistently across multiple MVST scenarios and base cases. 

6. Major Component Limited: This criterion focuses on projects that are limited by major 
components, such as transformers and line conductors. These projects have a longer lead-
time and, therefore, must be prioritized. Exclude Needs where overload is below major 
component rating. 

7. Bulk Transmission:  Higher voltage networked transmission will limit growth in generation 
and load over a broader area than radial or sub-transmission systems (<100kV). 

8. Load Serving Entity Plan Alignment: Excluded Needs can be included if they support an 
LSE's long-term plans. 

By applying these criteria, the MVST aims to identify and advance projects that are essential for the 
overall reliability and efficiency of the system. The collaborative efforts of the PWG, OSC, and TAG 
will ensure that the selection process is thorough, transparent, and aligned with the MVST goals. 


